
Before You List Your Home
To ease your stress, here are some awesome selling tips that will help you get on the right path. 
Some of these tips are surprisingly easy, while others might require a bit more elbow grease.

HOME SALE TIPS

Clean up, fix up and paint up outside
Invest in landscaping where it can be seen at first sight. A well manicured
lawn, neatly clipped shrubbery, cleanly swept walks create a good first
impression.
An extra shot of fertilizer, in season, will make your grass look lush and
green.
Cut back overgrown shrubbery that keeps light out of the house.
Paint your house if necessary. This can probably do more for sales appeal
than any other factor. At least touch up front shutters and window frames.
In the winter walks should be free of snow/ice.
Inspect the roof and gutters. Check for any missing shingles and gutters
and down spouts to replace.
Consider putting flowers outside the front door.
Repaint the front door.
Paint your mailbox a bright color.
Repair broken outdoor steps.

Kitchen
The kitchen is the most important room in the house. Make it bright and
attractive. Paint cabinets and put up perky new curtains.
Clean the ventilating hood in the kitchen.
If the kitchen floor is badly worn, put down new flooring. Replace any
loose tiles and regrout where needed.
Remove any appliances that you keep on your counters as clean counters
can make the room look much larger.

Living Areas
Have all drywall in good shape. Repair cracks and touch up paint.
Check ceilings for leak stains. Repair any issues and repaint.
In painting and redecorating, avoid offbeat colors, stick to neutral and soft
colors outside and easy-to-work-with neutrals inside.
Replace faded curtains or bedspreads.
If you have a fireplace, clean it out and place some logs in it.
Wash windows, inside and out.
Replace broken glass panes.
Replace torn screens.
Check that all windows open and close.
Replace dim or burned-out light bulbs.
Make sure every light switch works.

Make the floors shine; clean and polish them. Nail down any creaking
boards or stair treads.
Straighten the closets and get rid of excess items. Use air freshener to
eliminate odors.
For doors that stick slightly, rub a block of paraffin against the surface that
shows signs of wear or lubricate squeaky hinges.
For sliding doors that stick in their tracks, rub tracks with paraffin or wax.

Bathroom
Repair dripping faucets.
Keep fresh towels in the bathroom.
Remove stains from toilets, bathtubs, and sinks.
If sinks and bathtubs drain slowly, unclog them.

Basement, Attic and Garage
Clean out attic, basement and garage and dispose of everything you aren’t
moving.
Make sure there’s plenty of light on the stairs to the basement.
If your basement is dark and gloomy, paint ceilings and walls a light color.
Repair cracks in the basement floor.

When your house is being shown
Keep room draperies open to let in light. This makes rooms appear larger.
Have your home well-lit during showing.
At night, turn on porch and outdoor lighting.
Neatness makes a room look bigger.
If possible, leave your furniture and rugs in the house for the showing.
Remove dirty dishes in the sink.
Keep any toys in the children’s rooms.
Keep radio, stereo, TV off or turned down.
Take your family away during an open house.
Take children on a drive or to play outside.
Refer inquiries about seeing your house to your Realtor.
Don’t mention furniture or furnishings you wish to dispose of unless asked.
Take pets outdoors during a showing.
Let the real estate expert show your house, and don’t tag along. 
Answer questions candidly when asked, but don’t offer answers to unasked
questions.

52


